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Announcement* 

The King Hall community mourns the loss of one of its most 
beloved members, Dean and Professor Emeritus Rex R. Perschbacher. 
He died on June 30 after a long illness. He was 71. 

Professor Perschbacher was Dean of UC Davis School of Law from 
1998 to 2008, during which time he grew and diversified the faculty 
and devised an ambitious, ultimately successful plan to renovate and 
expand King Hall. Construction on the project, begun while he was 
Dean in 2007, was completed in 2010. 

“Professor Perschbacher personified all that is great about King 
Hall,” said Johnson, who served as Associate Dean for Professor 
Perschbacher. “His vision led to the beautiful addition and renovation 
of King Hall. He led an intellectual renaissance of UC Davis School of 
Law, overseeing the scholarly ascendance of the school, hiring a 
diverse and excellent faculty and staff, bolstering the law school’s true 
sense of community and commitment to teaching, and much more. 
And he was as decent a person as I have ever met. We all will miss 
him.” 

Professor Perschbacher joined the King Hall community as a 
Professor of Law in 1981. His scholarship focused on Civil Procedure, 
Professional Responsibility and Clinical Legal Education. He received 
the law school’s Distinguished Teaching Award in 1992, and a Special 
Citation Affirmative Action and Diversity Achievement Award in 

 

 * See NEWS, UC DAVIS, https://law.ucdavis.edu/news/news.aspx?id=9024) (last 
accessed Aug. 7, 2018). 



  

42 UC Davis Law Review Online [Vol. 52:41 

2001. He held the Daniel J. Dykstra Endowed Chair, and was Director 
of Clinical Legal Education, before he retired in 2016. 

Professor Perschbacher discussed his affinity for teaching in a 2017 
video interview with Professor Emeritus Bruce Wolk, Professor 
Perschbacher’s predecessor as Dean, and for whom he served as 
Associate Dean. The video was recorded as part of the UC Davis 
Emeriti Association’s Video Records Project. 

“I really did love the students, and cared about their education, and 
getting them as prepared as possible in the classroom,” Professor 
Perschbacher said. “I wanted them to be up on the law, and up on the 
materials.” 

In the video, the pair recall fondly how Professor Perschbacher’s 
students once showed up for class dressed as their professor, in 
blazers, black-framed eyeglasses and fake mustaches. 

“They loved you back,” Wolk tells him. 
Professor Perschbacher grew up in the suburbs of Chicago, Illinois. 

He came to California to attend Stanford, where he received a bachelor 
of arts in philosophy. He earned his Juris Doctorate from the 
University of California at Berkeley School of Law, where he was 
Articles Editor of the California Law Review and was elected Order of 
the Coif. After law school, he clerked for the Honorable Alfonso J. 
Zirpoli of the United States District Court for the Northern District of 
California, and entered private practice with Heller, Ehrman, White & 
McAuliffe LLP in San Francisco. 

Professor Perschbacher attended Berkeley Law at the height of the 
anti-war movement; an experience that helped instill a sense of social 
responsibility he would impart to faculty and students as Dean of UC 
Davis School of Law. 

His eye for diversity while hiring faculty laid the groundwork for 
what would become the only majority-minority faculty among the 
nation’s top law schools. 

“Rex was committed to King Hall having a diverse faculty,” 
Professor Emeritus Alan Brownstein said last month at a Schwartz/Levi 
Inn of Court event in Sacramento at which Professor Perschbacher 
was honored. “He rejected out of hand the excuses made by law 
schools that defended their lack of diversity on the grounds they could 
not find qualified candidates to hire.” 

“Professor Perschbacher was ‘a decent, soft-spoken person, but there 
was steel in his values,’” Brownstein said. 

Professor Perschbacher is survived by his wife of nearly thirty years, 
Debbie Bassett; two children, Julie McLaughlin and Nancy Bateman; a 
sister, Lisa Magee; and four grandchildren. 
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BIOGRAPHY 

Rex Perschbacher was Dean of the Law School from 1998 to 2008, 
and before that served as Associate Dean from 1993 to 1998. He has 
taught at UC Davis since 1981 with an emphasis on the areas of Civil 
Procedure, Professional Responsibility, and Clinical teaching. He 
received the law school’s Distinguished Teaching Award in 1992, and 
a Special Citation Affirmative Action and Diversity Achievement 
Award, 2001. 

Perschbacher received his J.D. degree from UC Berkeley School of 
Law (Boalt Hall), where he was Articles Editor of the California Law 
Review and elected to Order of the Coif. After graduation, he served as 
law clerk to the Honorable Alfonso J. Zirpoli of the United States 
District Court for the Northern District of California. Later he entered 
private practice with Heller, Ehrman, White & McAuliffe in San 
Francisco. He taught at UC Berkeley (Boalt Hall), the University of 
Texas, Santa Clara University, and the University of San Diego law 
schools. Perschbacher has published articles in the areas of civil 
procedure, professional responsibility and lawyers negotiations. He is 
co-author of United States Legal System: An Introduction (1st and 2d 
eds.); Cases and Materials on Civil Procedure (1-5th eds.); California 
Civil Procedure; California Legal Ethics (1-6th eds.) and Problems in 
Legal Ethics (3-8th eds.). He has been involved in law school 
accreditation activities having served for six years on the American Bar 
Association’s Accreditation Committee; and on two separate standing 
committees of the Association of American Law Schools and two 
section executive committees. Currently he is Chair of the AALS 
Section of the Dean. From 1990 to 1996 he was on the Board of 
Directors of the Legal Services of Northern California and two related 
boards. He also served on the Governing Committee on Continuing 
Education of the Bar from 2000 to 2003. 

In 2016, Perschbacher was elected to the American Law Institute. 
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APPENDIX 

Scholarship 

Books 

UNITED STATES LEGAL SYSTEM: AN INTRODUCTION (Carolina Academic 
Press 1st–3rd eds. 2002–2012) (co-author). 

CASES AND MATERIALS ON CIVIL PROCEDURE (MB 1st–6th eds. 1987–
2012) (co-author). 

PROBLEMS IN LEGAL ETHICS (West Publishing Co. 3rd–10th eds. 1992–
2012) (co-author). 

CALIFORNIA LEGAL ETHICS (West Publishing Co. 1st–8th eds. 1992–
2012) (co-author). 

CALIFORNIA CIVIL PROCEDURE AND PRACTICE (MB 1996) (co-author). 

CALIFORNIA TRIAL TECHNIQUES (Parker & Son 1991) (co-author). 

OUTLINE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE (Casenotes Publishing 1991–2001) (co-
author). 

ANNUAL SUPPLEMENTS, CASES AND MATERIALS ON CIVIL PROCEDURE 
(MB & Lexis 1st–4th eds. 1988–2002 (primary author); Lexis 5th–6th 
eds. 2003–2011 (co-author)). 

Articles and Other Writings 

Realigning Parties, 2014 UTAH L. REV. 109 (2014) (co-author). 

Perceptions of Justice: An International Perspective on Judges and 
Appearances, 36 FORDHAM INT’L L.J. 136 (2013) (co-author). 

Introduction to Deconstruct and Reconstruct: Reexamining Bias in the 
Legal System: Searching for New Approaches Papers Presented at the 
2012 Annual Meeting of the Association of American Law Schools, 46 
UC DAVIS L. REV. 1559 (2013). 

The Elusive Goal of Impartiality, 97 IOWA L. REV. 181 (2011) (co-
author). 

The Roots of Removal, 77 BROOKLYN L. REV. 1 (2011) (co-author). 

The Revolution of 1938 and Its Discontents, 61 OKLA. L. REV. 275 (2008) 
(co-author). 
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Law School Leadership Strategies, in A KEEPING PACE WITH A 

CONSTANTLY-EVOLVING ROLE 181 (Aspatore Books 2006) (with other 
authors). 

Lawyers and Ethical Issues/Considerations in Cross-border Class Action 
Litigation, 2004 MICH. ST. L. REV. 735 (2004). 

The End of Law, 84 B.U. L. REV. 1 (2004) (co-author). 

Labor and Employment in the Academy: A Critical Look at the Ivory 
Tower, 6 EMP. RTS. & EMP. L.J. 161 (2002). 

Welcome: 16th Annual Environmental Law Conference, UC Davis School 
of Law, 25 ENVIRONS 53 (2002). 

Welcoming Remarks to the Symposium (Managing the Federal Courts: 
Will the Ninth Circuit be a Model for Change?) 34 UC DAVIS L. REV. 315 
(2000). 

The Public Responsibilities of a Public Law School, 31 U. OF TOLEDO L. 
REV. 693 (2000). 

Welcoming Remarks for Lat Crit IV, 33 UC DAVIS L. REV. 751 (2000). 

Alternative Dispute Resolution Comes to Court, RES IPSA (Aug. 9, 1995) 
(analysis of Supreme Court’s civil procedure cases in the 1994–1995 
Term). 

Foreword to Symposium, Fifty Years of International Shoe: The Past and 
Future of Personal Jurisdiction, 28 UC DAVIS L. REV. 513 (1995). 

Tending the Procedural Garden, 1 RES IPSA 14 (Aug. 10, 1994) (analysis 
of the Supreme Court’s civil procedure cases in the 1993–1994 Term). 

Ethical Issues Facing New Attorneys, 91 DOCKET 11 (Dec. 1991). 

Enter at Your Own Risk: The Initial Consultation & Conflicts of Interest, 
3 GEO. J. LEGAL ETHICS 689 (1990) (co-author). 

Reading Beyond the Labels: Effective Regulation of Lawyers’ Targeted 
Direct Mail Advertising, 58 U. COLO. L. REV. 255 (1987) (co-author), 
reprinted in ADVERTISING LAW ANTHOLOGY Vol. XI (1987). 

Minimum Contacts Reapplied: Mr. Justice Brennan Has It His Way in 
Burger King Corp. v. Rudzewicz, 1986 ARIZ. ST. L.J. 585 (1986). 

Regulating Lawyers’ Negotiations, 27 ARIZ. L. REV. 75 (1985), reprinted 
in 35 DEF. L.J. 65 (1986). 
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Rethinking Collateral Estoppel: Limiting the Preclusive Effect of 
Administrative Determinations in Judicial Proceedings, 35 FLA. L. REV. 
422 (1983). 

Foreword to Developments in Federal Civil Procedure, 17 UC DAVIS 

LAW REV. 1 (1983). 
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